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as it did in the case of Bilvaniaiigala Thakur
But In its full blown aspects, It presents an
unearthly beauty, as the lily does, growing from
the filthy underground soil:
v             i_?
What then is this Prema of   the   Vaisiiavas ?
The image of Krsna is worshipped by them.
Whether it be a Christ or a Krsna or somo
other defied Man, no matter, but the image in
the temple has some power to attract the soul
and lead it to the realization of the highest
spiritual joy. When the bells of the Evening
Service arc rung, the incense is burnt and five
lights are waved before the image, the soul
endowed with fine susceptibilities often drinks
deep joy from an inward source, the nature of
which cannot be well defined. To a lover and
poet, the Image appears not as a gross thing but
as something immaterial, a fount of joy and
beauty for ever.
Such joys have been tasted by the mystics
all over tne world. The experiences of St.
Theresa, St. John of Cross, Suso, Catherine of
Siena, St. Juan and other mystics of Europe
offer points of close affinity to those of
(^rnivasa, Narotfcama, (^yamanauda and other
Vaisnavas of Bengal. What matter, whether
it be a Christ or Krsna ? The spiritual ex-
perience, the ecstasies of joy, the exalted emotions
and the pain of separation are the same In each
case.